THESIS PARAGRAPH STRUCTURE


	*
	
	HOOK!
Provide an introductory quote, statement or statistic that grabs the readers’ attention.

	
	
	

	**
	
	HOOK Context.
Provide some background information so that your hook does not appear randomly dropped from this air.

	
	
	

	***
	
	Transition to subject
Write a 1-2 sentence transition that connects the hook to the general subject of your essay.

	
	
	

	1
	
	Introduce subject
Provide a brief introduction to the general subject that your essay will be exploring.

	
	
	

	2
	
	State thesis claim
Narrow the subject to a specific argument or claim that your essay will focus on.  

Punctuate the conclusion of your claim with a colon [:]. 

Then introduce the topics that will be discussed in support of the claim.  Separate each topic with a semi-colon [;]. 


	*
	12.3 million people.

	HOOK!
Provide an introductory quote, statement or statistic that grabs the readers’ attention.

	
	
	

	**
	This is the average number of men, women and children that the United Nations believes is held in slavery at any given time throughout the world (according to the US Central Intelligence Agency).
	HOOK Context.
Provide some background information so that your hook does not appear randomly dropped from this air.

	
	
	

	***
	The United States does not place out of these statistics.  
	Transition to subject
Write a 1-2 sentence transition that connects the hook to the general subject of your essay.

	
	
	

	1
	Slavery has a long history in this country’s past, and that history of bondage continues today.  Tens of thousands of people live right now in the United States as slaves.  
	Introduce subject
Provide a brief introduction to the general subject that your essay will be exploring.

	
	
	

	2
	Well over 100 years after the Emancipation Proclamation abolished America’s traditional form of slavery, there are several factors that allow the institution of forced labor to thrive even today: The economic desperation of illegal immigrants; the vulnerability of young girls in prostitution rings; and the profitable nature of the business of human trafficking.  
	State thesis claim
Narrow the subject to a specific argument or claim that your essay will focus on.  

Punctuate the conclusion of your claim with a colon [:]. 

Then introduce the topics that will be discussed in support of the claim.  Separate each topic with a semi-colon [;]. 


