BODY PARAGRAPH STRUCTURE
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	Topic Sentence
Write a strong topic sentence that connects to the language of the essay question or prompt AND introduces a topic that will be discussed.

	
	
	

	2
	
	Provide evidence
Fully explain the topic you have introduced.  Provide a sufficient amount of supporting details.  Make certain your evidence is accurate and relevant to the topic.  Avoid using vague pronouns and making big fluffy generalizations.  Be precise in your language and specific in your ideas.  An elementary school student should be able to understand everything you say.  Finally, elaborate whenever necessary.  Do not assume your reader has any prior knowledge of the topic you are discussing.
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	Wrap the topic
Close the topic by connecting its key idea(s) to the subject of the essay’s claim [which you get from the essay question or prompt].  Make the connection clear through careful explanation.

	
	
	


Essay Prompt:  
Discuss the genesis of the Harlem Renaissance.  Identify and explain three conditions (


besides artistic talent) that paved the way for the Harlem Renaissance of the 1920s-30s.
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	A second factor that pushed the community of Harlem toward its Renaissance was the growing frustration among northern blacks over the disrespectful treatment shown by the country toward African-American soldiers fighting in World War I. 

	Topic Sentence
Write a strong topic sentence that connects to the language of the essay question or prompt AND introduces a topic that will be discussed.

	
	
	

	2
	African-Americans had long been mistreated over the course of US history, and they desired more respect from their fellow citizens – and government.  Many black men believed they might earn that respect by showing their patriotism and courage as American soldiers.  So they signed up to fight for America and her allies in World War I.  But America would not let most black soldiers do any actual fighting.  Distrusting of black men, the US military decided not to issue guns to the majority of its African-American soldiers, instead assigning them to labor tasks.  As a result, many African-American troops elected to serve in the French forces; and there they did receive weapons and combat responsibilities.  While in France black American soldiers saw just how well people of color (black soldiers in particular) were treated by other governments and citizens.  They hoped for and expected the same kind of respect from their fellow Americans after the war.  But upon return to the States, most black soldiers were not welcomed as heroes.  Even those that did serve on the front lines in combat failed to receive much appreciation from the US government.  The Harlem Hellfighters, for instance – one of the only black infantry units to serve in combat – spent more consecutive days on the front lines than any other American unit, yet the medals they received were granted by the French government, not by Washington.  Black soldiers and their communities became increasingly frustrated by the lack of respect, and their desire for change grew increasingly urgent.  
	Provide evidence
Fully explain the topic you have introduced.  Provide a sufficient amount of supporting details.  Make certain your evidence is accurate and relevant to the topic.  Avoid using vague pronouns and making big fluffy generalizations.  Be precise in your language and specific in your ideas.  An elementary school student should be able to understand everything you say.  Finally, elaborate whenever necessary.  Do not assume your reader has any prior knowledge of the topic you are discussing.
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	It was this more urgent desire for change and respect in 1918-1919 that propelled black artists, writers and scholars of the Harlem Renaissance to press for that respect through their work.  Black Americans had always yearned for more respect, but that desire had been intensified by their experiences in WWI.  And that intensity was a condition that fueled the Harlem Renaissance in the decade thereafter.
	Wrap the topic
Close the topic by connecting its key idea(s) to the subject of the essay’s claim [which you get from the essay question or prompt].  Make the connection clear through careful explanation.

	
	
	


