RUBRIC

ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY

Name
_________________________________________  

	BASIC CORE
	EXPANDED CORE

	0-7 Points
	up to 3 additional Points

	1) The thesis paragraph opens the essay first by presenting a general subject and providing critical background information.
	
	Must earn 5 points in the basic core before earning points in the expanded core. A student earns points to the degree to which he or she does some or all of the following.
Student may earn 1, 2 or 3 points for successfully demonstrating any, all or some of the following points:

· above-average clarity and flow of writing

· seamless transitions from introduction to thesis (controlling idea) and from topic to topic

· tremendous evidence of specific content knowledge and thorough research (above and beyond the notes given in class)
· thesis paragraphs captures the audience with a strong hook
· the conclusion paragraph pulls everything together in a powerful way and leaves a significant impact on the reader by generating additional curiosity or thought 
	Mastery

9-10 points

Advanced Und.
8 points

Proficient Und.
6-7 points

Basic Knowl.
5 points

Confusion

0-4 points

	2) The thesis transitions smoothly to a specific claim or main idea that that will guide the rest of the essay.  The final sentence(s) presents main points of defense that will be discussed in the body of the essay.
	
	
	

	3) The body of the essay immediately acknowledges and explains (without refuting or trying to disprove) the main counterclaim(s). 
	
	
	

	4) Subsequent body paragraphs first refute the validity of the counterclaim by explaining how/why its argument is not valid, then re-state the claim of the essay and defend it with evidence or logic.  The points of defense – which ought to be valid, relevant to the discussion, and sufficient in number – should be discussed in the order of their introduction in the thesis.
	
	
	

	5) A conclusion paragraph wraps up the essay by re-affirming the claim and its connection to the evidence that have been discussed.  
	
	
	

	6) For the most part, the writing is clear and fluid.  The reader does not trip over many (3 or more) awkward phrases or get lost in  jumbled/wordy chunks of text.
	
	
	

	7) Decent spelling; decent punctuation; no contractions; no conversational phrases or simplistic clichés; no 1st person writing (I, we); no direct address to the reader or preachy language (you); few vague pronoun references; accurate subject-verb agreement and subject-adjective agreement; no sentence fragments
	
	
	

	Subtotal
	
	Subtotal
	
	

	TOTAL POINTS
	
	











