SAMPLE THESIS PARAGRAPH
All you white people are probably wondering why they got a black guy up here.  I was wondering that myself.... But it occurred to me, I’m up here because all you white people get off knowing you’re so close to a dangerous black man.  You think I just want to rob all of you and rape your women, but I don’t.  And it fascinates you.

The actor Ice-T made this statement during a September 2001 event celebrating Playboy tycoon Hugh Hefner.  Ice-T was one of two African-American celebrities on a crowded panel of guest speakers. His comment about a black man raping white women drew a few laughs a lot of uncomfortable looks.
  Today’s popular culture often presents black male actors such as Ice-T in stereotypical roles as aggressors and as criminals.  The visual presentation of violent black men creates alarm in the minds of viewers.  Their fear of victimization by fictional criminals affects the way they interact with real men who look like those criminals.
  This fear, however, did not begin with some Hollywood decision to cast black men as criminals
.  The fear that white America has today of black men is in part the legacy of a myth that was created after the Civil War: The myth of the black rapist
.  White radicals created the myth as a strategy to keep black men in positions of inferiority after the collapse of slavery.  Fed by propaganda the myth grew, and as it did so did the number of lynchings.  The myth today remains alive through expressions of popular culture that present black men as criminals out to assault innocent white women
.   

�HOOK that grabs the reader’s attention.  The hook can be a strong and relevant quote, a powerful statement, a staggering statistic, or even a simple sentence that creates an element of mystery or intrigue.  The point is, you want the reader to want to read.


�If you begin with a quotation, then you need to provide background information (context) so that the quote is not just lifted out of thin air.


�Transition by connecting the HOOK to the general subject of the essay – in this case, the fear that white America has of black men.  


�Transition statement sets up the argument (in the next sentence).


�Thesis argument.  The paragraph has officially transitioned from a general subject (white fear of black men) to a specific claim (that white fear was borne long ago after the Civil War when radicals invented the myth of the black rapist).  


�Extension of the thesis – the writer introduces the three topics that will be discussed in the essay: a) the creation of the myth; b) the growth of the myth; and c) the legacy of the myth.





