
Thematic Map Challenge

• Carefully examine the following thematic maps.  

• Construct 3-5 historical  inquiries, or questions, 
that develop in your mind as you observe the 
information presented (particularly on the first 
two slides).  A historical question will typically 
begin with the word Why or How.  

• Then, draw inferences from the maps and from 
your own logical minds to predict answers to 
each question.  Write your questions and 
answers on a separate sheet of  paper.  



Example:
Geographic Information System 
(productive regions; indigenous crops & animals)

ORIGINS OF THE WORLD’S 

MOST PRODUCTIVE 

AGRICULTURAL PLANT 

AND ANIMAL SPECIES 

(X = Super-Productive regions)



ADVANCED: Post-industrial economies w/highly developed technology & infrastructure

TRANSITIONING: Newly industrialized economies; rapid growth in manufacturing

DEVELOPING:  Economies in the process of  industrialization; growth in manufacturing

UNDERDEVELOPED: Pre-industrial economies based almost entirely on agriculture

Levels of  economic development in the modern world
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1. The earliest civilizations developed in 4-5 specific 

regions.  Where?  And infer: Why do you suppose the 

first civilizations developed in these 4-5 spots?

2. What conclusion can be drawn by looking at the data 

on the first two slides – the GIS slide and the 

economic development maps?

3. Evidently, none of  the “cradles of  civilization” are 

today among the most developed economies in the 

world.  Despite their head-starts, the regions that 

gave rise to the first civilizations lost their 

advantages.  Why do you suppose this is so – what 

assets did the western civilizations of  Europe and 

North America have that allowed them to leap-frog 

the civilizations of  the Middle and Far East?


