DECEMBER 1, 2014
Funeral Oration of Pericles, 431 BCE.

WHAT:

Speech given in honor of dead Athenian soldiers 

SPEAKER:
Pericles, the leader of the city of Athens
WHEN:
c. 431 bce; after year 1 of the Peloponnesian War between Greek cities –  Athens and Sparta 
AUTHOR:
Speech recorded by the historian Thucydides (The History of the Peloponneisan War)


(translated by A.E. Zimmern)


There they wiped out evil with good…  There no hearts grew faint because they loved their riches more than honour;  no poor man shirked his duty in the hope of future wealth.   All these they put aside to strike a blow for the City.  

Counting the quest to avenge her honour as the most glorious of all ventures, and leaving Hope -- the uncertain goddess -- to send them what she would, they faced the foe as they drew near him in the strength of their own manhood; and when the shock of battle came, they chose rather to suffer the utmost than to win life by weakness. 

So their memory has escaped the reproaches of men’s lips, but they bore instead on their bodies the marks of men’s hands, and in a moment of time, at the climax of their lives, were rapt away from a world filled, for their dying eyes, not with terror but with glory.
DIRECTIONS

PART I:  TEXT ANNOTATION

Have a conversation with the text.  Write on it.  Circle confusing words.  Underline key ideas.  Connect ideas.  Ask questions?  
1. Examine one numbered clause at a time.

a. Read the clause.
b. Circle specific words in the clause that are confusing or unknown.

c. Try to clarify the meaning of the circled words without looking them up in a dictionary.

i. Tone: Can you tell if the word holds a + or - connotation?  
ii. Clues: Look for context clues nearby that might help you define the word.
iii. Do NOT look the work up in a dictionary.

d. If there are vague pronouns (they, them, these, him, it, etc.), then replace them with nouns.

e. Summarize the clause by paraphrasing it in your own words (“Here, Pericles is saying…”)

2. Paraphrase each chunk of text after you have dissected its individual clauses.
a. Off to the side -- and in your own words -- respond to both of these questions:

i. Paraphrase: What is Pericles SAYING in this section of the text?

ii. Purpose: What is Pericles DOING in this section of the text?

PART II:  TEXT ANALYSIS

Break the text down by filling out the “Text-Analysis Tool” provided by the teacher.  Use the Literacy Help Sheet as needed.

1. Methods of Idea Development: Establish the structure and tone of Pericles’ speech.  
a. Use the Literacy Help Sheet to assist you in identifying the structures that Pericles is using.

i. List the structure underneath the topic-circle.  

ii. If multiple structures are used, identify the sections of text where each is exhibited.

b. Use the Literacy Help Sheet to assist you in characterizing Pericles’ tone through the speech.

i. Identify at least 3 different tones conveyed by Pericles.  List each beneath the topic.

ii. Beside each tone, identify the word/phrase/clause where the tone is communicated.

2. Inferences: Make predictions or conclusions based on the text.
a. Construct at least 3 conclusions that are not directly stated by the text but can be supported.

i. The inferences can be about Pericles, the Athenians, the time period, etc.

ii. Write the inferences above the inference topic on the Text Analysis tool.

3. Summary: Write a complete summary of the text that includes all significant details.
a. Use the Literacy Help Sheet to assist you constructing a SWBSI summary.

i. SOMEBODY:  (Who is the main person or group at the heart of this text?)
ii. WANTED: (What does that person/group ultimately want?)

iii. BUT: (What obstacle threatens to block the person/group from fulfilling the want?)

iv. SO: (What action is taken in response to the obstacle?)

v. IN THE END: (What is the result of the responsive action?)

4. Central Idea: Determine the main lesson or message that Pericles is trying to convey.  
a. Boil the text down to 1 concept: Pericles is ultimately trying to teach a lesson about _____.

b. Write the main idea that Pericles wants listeners to learn about the concept.
1





2





4





5











9





3





6











7











8











10





11





12








