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Early 1990s Crisis in Somalia

HISTORY OF THE CONFLICT
Like much of Africa, the modern country of Somalia was once under the control of European imperialists.  Britain and Italy were the dominant powers.  It was not until 1960 that the Somali Republic became completely free of outside regulation.  
It did not take long for Republic to unravel.  In 1969 a military coup assassinated the Republic’s second president.  The army installed Major General Muhammad Siad Barre as Somalia’s new leader.  Barre ruled as a military dictator for several decades, using the army to maintain his power.  In socialist fashion he took control of the country’s industry, banks and businesses.  But it was not only the people’s production that Barre sought to control.  He went after their private loyalties as well.  In a show of totalitarianism, Barre outlawed clan allegiance.  He prohibited Somalis from showing loyalty to any local movement or group.  Barre stressed complete devotion to his central government.  

The policies against clan loyalty caused anger among local warlords.  In January 1991 their anger erupted and they drove the president from power.  When the Somali National Army disbanded soon after Barre’s exile from the country, many of its former soldiers joined regional clan armies.  
The decentralization of power resulted in violent competition.  By September 1991 extreme fighting had broken out among the clans, each wanting control of the state.  The resulting civil war killed 20,000 Somalis, and the war’s destruction of farmland caused a famine that killed hundreds of thousands more through 1992.  
Nations around the world responded by sending food supplies, but the aid provided little relief.  Much of the food was intercepted by warlords and sold to neighboring governments in exchange for weapons.   In the summer of 1992 the United Nations (under the leadership of Boutros Boutros-Ghali, the Egyptian Secretary-General of the UN) sent a coalition of 50 military advisors to Somalia to monitor the food-distribution efforts.  To support this effort the United States under President Bush initiated Operation Provide Relief.  The US sent 10 military transport planes and 400 soldiers to help protect the distribution of food and medical supplies.  But it was not enough.  International troops could ensure that supplies passed directly into the hands of needy Somalis, but they could not stop local warlords from raiding their own countrymen.  Thousands more Somalis died, and more than 1 million were displaced as refugees from their homes.

Calls for more forceful intervention increased.  Boutros-Ghali recommended that UN members authorize a larger intervention unit to restore order and security in Somalia – and to do so aggressively if necessary.  Responding with one of his last acts as President, George Bush initiated Operation Restore Hope in December 1992.   Through May 1993 US-led forces – larger than those previously sent – did manage to achieve a more secure environment for the distribution of humanitarian aid.  
As a result of the success of Operation Restore Hope, Boutros-Ghali suggested that the priority in Somalia should change.  He argued that all future missions in Somalia should be about more than just food-provision.  Boutros-Ghali declared that peace was the ultimate goal, and he believed it could be achieved through the formation of a democratic government.  He wanted to prevent the rise of dictatorship by promoting free elections.
Desperate for stability and exhausted by the fighting, all of the major warlords agreed – except one: General Muhammad Farrah Aidid.  Aidid was unwilling to give up his pursuit of power.  He resented the pressure of the United Nations and used his leadership to inspire a wave of anti-UN anger in much of Mogadishu (the Somali capitol).  On June 5, 1993, Aidid authorized an attack against a Pakistani UN task force.  The Pakistani soldiers were inspecting a radio building for a possible weapons supply.  In the attack 24 of the Pakistani soldiers died, and more than 50 others were wounded.  
The UN declared all-out war against Aidid.  All eyes fell to the US’ new President, Bill Clinton, to see how the world’s strongest superpower would respond. 
CAUSE-EFFECT RELATIONSHIPS

Directions
The text on the previous page is structured as a discussion of causes and effects.  

Create a flow-chart using the content of the text.  Show that you understand the cause-effect relationships within the story of Somalia’s crisis.  The first and last items are done for you.  Model your work after the examples! 
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SUMMARY TASK

Directions
Construct a detailed summary of previous page’s text. Follow the template given below (the 


somebody is already provided for you).  Offer as much detail as possible.  
***Make sure you include all people and terms from the text that are underlined in bold.  
SOMEBODY:
The people of Somalia

WANTED:
____________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________

BUT:
____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

SO:
____________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________
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IN THE END:
____________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________

Nine years after gaining independence from Europe, the country of Somalia became a military dictatorship.  Major General Barre tried to control everything in Somalia – the laws as well as people’s private loyalties.  He forced people to obey only him.





The United Nations declared war against Muhammad Aidid, and everyone waited to see how the new US President, Bill Clinton, would respond. 
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